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b_éve Smith offers
advice on how to start
fly'ing control line
speed

ince 1987 Dave has been flying his original

F21 Speed model with consistent competition
success and currently holds the British Record at
182.9mph. Originally the plan was only available
directly from Dave, but now he has agreed to let
us put it into the Plans Service to reach a wider
public and promote speed flying. If you are
tempted then here is a good place to begin and
there is plenty of friendly help and advice
available too. — Ed.

Formula 21 Speed.

The Formula 21 speed event is aimed at the
enthusiast who fancies speed flving but does
not want to tackle all the difficulties of the
international F2A class or the larger motors
i.e. bee, 6.5¢c and 10ce. The class is suitable as
an end it itself and also ideal for any person
contemplating entering F2A. The models and
handling are very similar but less demanding
and less expensive. There are many suitable
3.5¢cc motors available over-the-counter offering
high power and easy handling. With the recent
upsurge in specialist speed suppliers it is now
possible to purchase virtually all those difficult-
to-make items which have held back many
would-be speed fliers in the past. Perhaps we
are waking up to the fact that if items like
aluminium wings, spars, bellcranks, engine
mounting pans, ready finished tailplanes,
cutouts etc, are freely available at reasonable
prices more potential fliers will have a go. (Even
with all these parts available do not be tempted
into thinking these are ARTF models!)

The myth that speed models are difficult to
fly has been largely eliminated with the
introduction of the asymmetric design, with it's
moderate wing loading and strong, vibration
free construction. Properly set up these models
can fly like a dream, leaving the pilot to
negotiate the pylon in the most comfortable and
efficient manner. Spending time carefully
trimming the model will give you a head start.

I have found that 0-0 degrees incidence on
wing and tailplane works well. Check wing
alignment carefully and keep an eye on the CG
position with the tank, motor and prop including
bob weight if you are using a single blade prop.
Using a suitable vertical wall or door in the
workshop, suspend the complete model using

Dave Smith (at the top) with his very
successful F21 speed model which holds
the British Record at 182.9mph. Speed
models may look simple but they need to
be built with extreme care and flown well
to get good performance.
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strong thread attached to the leadouts on the
bellcrank, threaded through the wingtip and
hung on a suitable nail. The fuselage should
hang at 90 degrees to the vertical with up to a
maximum of 2 degrees inset. Loosen the screws
holding the wing to the spar and move the tip
backwards and forwards to achieve the correct
trim. Adjust or redrill the mounting holes in
the wing if necessary and recheck the trim.
You will find this method works well and your
model will fly as if on rails. Uniflow tanks work

s A,
e

well — I suspend my tank on silicon tube/
screws. Details of the tank etc are shown on
the plan along with some suggested suppliers
for the components. My dolly is the original
used for my F2A models in the 70s. A sketch
was published in the July 1977 Aeromodeller.

These notes only serve as a brief introduction
to speed flying. If you fancy having a go I would
suggest that you attend a speed meeting.
Invaluable data, contacts, hints and tips are all
available and newcomers are always welcome.
Usually there are at least three meetings a year
run at Bicester (near Oxford), approximately

four at the Three Sisters purpose built control
line complex at Wigan plus, of course, the
Nationals and those run by Dick Roberts mainly
for the vintage fraternity. So, if you would like
to fly speed successfully come along and have
a chat. One publication worth subscribing to is
the Speed Times, produced by Chris Sackett in
Canada. This is packed with speed info. $27 a
year brings you four issues a year which builds
up into a nice collection.

F2A Supplies. Specialist speed supplier Ian
Mander has all sorts of goodies (and is our
current National Champion), 37, Kepwick, Two
Mile Ash, Milton Keynes. MK8 8HE. England.
Also on the Helpline — Tel 0908 260858.

Pete Halman (Silver Medal at the recent Euro
Champs) of Irvine Engines will supply data on
engines etc at meetings.

The Speed Times, available from Chris
Sackett, Box 82294, North Burnaby, B.C.
Canada V5C 5P7

Engines From Russia. 100,Lowfield Rd,
Stockport, Cheshire, SK3 8JR, England, for
many types of speed related items. Tel 061
4777395.




	Formula 21 Speed plan.bmp
	Formula 21 Speed text4.pdf
	Formula 21 Speed text.tif
	Formula 21 Speed texta.tif


